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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY
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osley Mansion
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BPJLOCATION
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CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
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STATE ~CQUNTY
¥aryland saTilmore
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__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL X PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT __RELIGIOUS
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
XEXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS X ALTERED —moveo  patellarch,1979
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED i

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

There were many styles which became popular during the Victorian era
and the Mansard was one of the most significant. It enjoyed popularity both
in public and private structures with the "Executive Office Building" in
Washington D.C. and the "Baltimore City Courthouse™ being examples. The
Towson area has had a significant number of examples of this style as well.
The John I. Yellott House and the Urban House were right in the center of
town and in the surrounding area the Historic Towson, Inc. survey has re-
cently encountered Aigburth, Lewis Roberts, and #1517 W. Joppa Road. Quite
a few residences of this style are in Lutherville. The Bosley Mansion
belongs to this group because of its age, style and location but also, like
Algburth and Lewis Roberts, it appears to be the result of "Jictorianizing."
All three buildings are indicated on the maps of 1852 and 1857 which were
published prior to the popularity of the style. Physical evidence suggests
that the Mansard portion of the Bosley house may be an addition to an earlier
structure. It is possible that it totally replaced an earlier structure
but at any rate in its present role as the central core to a large nursing
home the building is an effective document of this nationally important
style. It is the last Mensard building within sight of Victorian Court-
House Sguare.

The large house is not a "free standing" structure insofar as it is
flanked on three sides by single and double story wings. The impressive
portico of its main facade may not be orizinal as well. Examination of the
Bosley Mansion pointed up some problems that are as yet unresolved. It is
certain that the east, north and westernmost portions of this large complex
are all modern additions made since the:Presbetyrians establislhied the nursing
home here in 1929. That portion of the west wing, however, where it joins
the central block is at least as old as the Mansard portion if not older.

4 non-functional chimney support and non-functional windows in the basement
of this portion of the building, as well as stucco covered clapboards seen
in the attic prove that the west wing once ended approximately 25 feet west
of the main block. A replacement roof and repointing of the foundation make
it difficult to acertain if this wing is earlier thanthe main block or not
although the visible wall framing suggests that it is free st:nding. A
centralized, symmetrical and sometimes nearly square block is characteristic
of Mansard buildings with any additions usually made at the rear. If the
west wing is original it is somewhat of an oddity with its shorter height
and zable roof brea¥ing the symmetry of the central block. The L~-shape
appeers on the 1915 Atlass by 3romley.

Another problem in decerning the original appearance of the Bosley
Mansion is pointed up by the non-functional windows in the south cellar
wall of ‘the iain block. Their presence suggests that the veranda and portico
of that facade (which includes the same bracketing as the main eaves) is

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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SIGNIFICANCE
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
+* OREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ___RELIGION
1 400-1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC .__CONSERVATION __LAW __SCIENCE
__1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE .__ECONOMICS __UTERATURE __SCULPTURE
__1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION ___MILITARY _SOCIAL/HUMANITAmAN
_1700-1799 __ART __ENGINEERING __MuUSIC ___THEATER
X_._IEOO-IBSQ __COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT _ _PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
__1900- .__COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERN MENT ___OTHER (SPECIFY}
__INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1865 - 1877 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

One of the most important episodes in the history of Towson was its
selection as the county seat in 1853. That fact resulted in 3 significant
period of growth and much westward expansion of the town. Most of that
westward growth including the erection of the Courthouse and jail took
place on the 1and of Dr. Grafton M. Bosley. The central portion of the
large complex housing the Presbyterian Nursing Home was the Bosley residence.

The large building is typified by its Msnsard styling and while there
is some physical evidence of an earlier structure in the west wing, it is
probably this main portion that is the most significant. The popularity
of this style after the Civil Wer was nation-wide and is often cited in the

o~ authoritative literature on Victorian architecture. The Towson area had
its share of these buildings although they have become few end central
Towson itself lost the last of its several Mansard roofs in the last reno-
vation of the John I. Yellott House (Penn Hotel) in 1978.

In addition to the importance of the Bosleys in helping to build Towson
and the very age of the building with its well appointed interior, Antipaihs
the growing scarcity of examples of this important style in this region
that makes the Bosley Mansion an important structures.’

,f-‘

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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[TIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

See Attachment

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY

STATE COUNTY

EE1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

WAYNE L NIELD, It
ORGANIZATION HISTORIC TOWSON, [ DATE

STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE

CITY CR TCWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS. 1508



1876

Tax Assessments

Tax Assessment Record for Baltimore County

I'd

arafton M. Rosley

"Highlands" 130 acres @ $ 225

Improvements 3 9,150

District 9
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CHAIN OF T1TLE FOZR RBOSLEY MANSION
LIi3e]x FOLIO DATX JRaliTOR gRaNTEE
550 L5 October 2, 1928 Soutnland Company Presbyterian Home of

HMar land

3eginning 2t the corner formed by the intersection of the north side
of jeorzia Zt. and the west side of Florids Rd. Northeast 332.57 ft.,
Northwest SLl Ft. t5 the east side of Dixie Dr., Southwest 354.57 ft.,

Southeast 505.88 ft. to beginning.

3eing lot # 11, block 1 in Plat 300k 7, folio 187 "Part of 3Subdivision
of 3outhland Hills"

632 178 March L, 1926 J. Elmer “jeisheit % wife Southland Company

555 252 Mzy 20, 1922 omily J. Offutt J. Zlmer %Weisheit

256 515 December 5, 1901 Arthur L. 3osley et al Emily J. Offutt
Trustees

Sontaining 17.79 acres

artaur L. 3osley et al Trustees were appointea by srafton M. Bosley by way
of his Last Will and Testamnent dated Janusry ilj, 1901 and recorded in Wwill
Book 12, folio 111.

Sjrafton M. losley came to Towsonbown in 1842 where he formecd a partrneritirp in
medicine with his uncle Josiah MMasrsh. At the dezth cf Josisn Marsh, august 17,
1652, Dr. Cosley inherited his estzte in Towson.
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not original. It is possible, however, that the portico in spite of its
brackets is an alteration to the Mansesrd design.

Physical Description:

The basemsnt area revezsls that at one point this residence was L-shaped.
There are stone walls, a2 modern cement floor 2nd one can see mechenically
vertical sawn joists measiring 3 inches by ¢ inches.

In the west wing 2l '"West of the main dlock is 2 non-functional chimney
support projecting 18 inches into the room with 2 total thickness (original
end wall) of 36 inches. A hearth support is still visible.

Rezardless of whether the oldest portion of the west wing pre-dates the
main block or not it appears to be a free stending structure that measures
13% feet deep and 18 feet long in the basement.

The aforementioned mechanically sawn joists in the west wing have an
18 inch center-to-center transverse placement, however, at the east end of
the room there is a 3 foot wide space containing longitudinal braces suggestive
of an earlier stairs opening.

Additional evidence of a difference in age between the west wing and
main block is a tuick sill on the east end of the wing tnat exhibits a non-
functional mortise, presumably for a now missing stud.

A total replacement of any possible esrlier flooring is suggested by
the fact that the joists end flooring of the mein block are identical to
those of the west wing. As mentioned, the south cellar wall of tue main
block contains non-functional windows. It can be seen in this area that the
hall and flanking parlors are differentiated by longitudinal joists beneath
the parlors and transverse joists supporting the hell floor.

The stuccoed exterior obscures the fact that this is 2 frame building.
The interior of the south foundation and a line visible on the exterior
suggest that there is a2 15 inch brick watertable on top of the stone founda-
tion into which the wooden studs are embedded.

Ripgt Blaers

The west wing is presently used as a dining room and reception area.

A large upright and longitudinal girder differentiate the old from the new
portions but any other esrly appearance is zone.

The main block, however, approaches a museum like atmosphere as its
rooms retain much late Victorian decoration that is complemented with period
furnishings. The centrelly located hall is entered by a doorway with side-
lights, fanlight trensom and tracery. It is seperated from the stair area
by a tudor archway which is bracketed at the springs. The hallway is sltered
and neither the steirs nor their location appears original when compared to
those of the second floor. The smaller parlors thst flank the main hall are
entered by doors opening into a "back" hall which runs transversely and nearly
bisects the entrance hall., The west parlor does have a door opening into
the entrance hsll. That parlor contains built-in shelving. Both parlors
have fireplaces in their north walls that are served by centrally located
interior chimneys. The mantelpiece in the west parlor is relatively plain.




Jrafton M. 3osley

Jr. Jrsfwon M. Zos

Title Insurance & Truast O

for 311,5CC

Involving trhe 12 lots indicated on the plat of Sraltcon X
Zosley's land ss surveyed by lnarlss 2. Mcllean in 1891,
".nd for the purgose o7 msking accessible the sald lots, it
is hereby undersiood tnzt the following avenues representea
on said plat are hereby declcated to public use, to wits
Chesapeaxe Avenue, Pennsylvania Avenue, allegheny avenue,

2
Highland Avenue snd 30sley Avenuel™

BH-17
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FROM: THE JEFFERSUHIAN, TOWSCK, HARYLAND, FRIDAY, NCVEMBER 16, 1645
(VOL. XXXV - NO. &)
Page 1:

YOUR COUKRTY

BOSLEY MANLSICH IS NCW HAVER FOR AGED WCOMIN
BUILDER DONATEZD COURY HCUSZ SITE

Sometime in the late eighteen sixties, Dr. Grafton I, sley, who
had irherited a large tract of land from his uncle, Dr. Josiah iHarsh, in-
cluding a1l of what is now Towson, west of the York Road, scuth of the
Joppa Road, north of the Sheppard-Pratt Hospital, and east of Woodbine
Avenue, togzether with the lMarsh homestead, now owned and occupied by HMrs.
T. Scott Cffutt, decided to build a home of his own. S0 selectirg a site
in what is now the '"Scuthland Hills'" section of Tovscon, he erected a three-
story frame, brick-line colonial mansion in the middie of a charming
twenty-five acre arx ( park?) and made it his place of residence un-
£il shortly tefore his about 1900. X/
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The property ther passed into the hznds and became the home of Mil-
ton Offutt, who lived there until his death. Tnen it was occupied by his
brother, Thomas W. Offutt, who, about 1920, sold it to Zlmer J,., Welsheit,
who, in turn, made it ais home, reducing the inmmediate surrounding grounds,
however, to about four and a half acres and platting the rest for buila-
ing lots in the "Southland Hills’ developnrent.

Mr. VWeisheit occcupied the house until 1929, wnen he sold 1it, with its
grounds of four and a hall acres, to the Presuyterian tome of iaryland

Dr. Bosley, vuilder of the mansicn, donated to the County the grourd
upon which the Court House was bullt wien Towson was made the County seat,
He also donated

A rather amusing siory is told in connection vwith the location of the
County seat. Coczeysville wanted it and thosze having charge of making the
selecticn of the site seemed comewhat inclinea to place it there, Josnua
Cockey, thne trincipal landownsr in Cocke ysville end vicinity, 1is sa*d to
have been avpreachea on the propesition of contrivuting a Court Houce site,
arnd, as the story goes, while he displayed a willingness to donate the re-
quired lard, exovresssd ¢ nsiderable anxiety for the safety of his avpple or
chord in tne event of his town being decided upon for the site ¢f a Court
LOUSE e
3/

Dr, Zesley died January 25, 1801,
>/ . . -
2 5y, Loziev did not dounate land for the churchi he donated laund for the
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Be feared that hoodlums attending cricminal trials weould raid his apple
orchard - so Dr. Eosley's offer was accepted and Towson won the County seat
by an apple orchard.

Lfter the Dr. Bosley mansion in "Southland Hills" was acquired by the
Presbyterian Home of Maryland much had to be done bzfore the place was

ready for its guests.

Many residents of Towson viewed the begirpning of remodeling ogpe rations
of the old Ur. Bosley mansion with sinking hearts, otut tefore the work had
progressed far the depression eased, for it soon becane apparent that the
house itself was not to be changed and %that the dormitory wing, which was
beinz built to the east, was designed to harmonize nicely with the original
structure. The work completed, hurt nobody and gave the Fresbyterian Home

anple accomzodations for imnediate purposes.

Lt present .the Home is equipped to accommodate Iforty women guesis. Some-
time in the future the management hopes to expand its facilities to care for
that many male guests.

Cne must be sixty-five before she is eligible for entrance, but once
in she may stay for the remainder of her days, and some have been in the
Home for years.

The Home is not an institution. It has nothing outside of the cffice
to suggest an institution. There are few rules, only enouzsh to pravenl con~
fusion and keep the carefully concealed nmachinery of the place running
smoothly. Guests may come and go at will., The Home is suprorted by coantribu-
tions from all Prestyterian caurches in the State, then, too, eac guest
has to pay an entrance fee of several nundred dollers. This entrance fee en-
titles her to remain in the home for the rest of ner llxe.

Copied by Claire A, Richardson
January 21, 1973 '

ge was supplied
r., of Baltimore.

n given in footnotes 1 and 2 on the previou
ley's granddaughter, ¥rs. Richard T. Pillin
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Maryland
Baltimore County Bosley Mansion
District IX

d200975504
1860

Towson home of Dr. Grafton M. Bosley; built of stone,

plastered over, portico, and cupola.

Greatly enlarged for its present use as the Maryland

Presbyterian Home,

(First HABS Report)
E. Prances Offutt
HABS COMMITTEE OF BALTIMORE

COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

July 29, 1965
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